[Expenditures on medicines by the Rio de Janeiro Municipal Health Department, Brazil, 2002-2011].
This study analyzed time trends in the purchase of medicines by the Rio de Janeiro Municipal Health Department, Brazil, from 2002 to 2011, analyzing data on total annual amounts and unit prices. Annual expenditure per inhabitant and expenditures on medicines as a proportion of total municipal health spending were calculated. Expenditures were adjusted according to the Expanded Consumer Price Index to compare them to 2011. Medicines were classified according to the predominant place of use (in-hospital or primary care) and the WHO Anatomical Therapeutic Chemical classification. Adjusted total expenditures totaled some BRL 575 million, with a decline over the period. Antimicrobials and medicines for the cardiovascular and nervous systems accounted for 55% of total expenditures. There was a shift from in-hospital spending on medicines to those used predominantly in primary care. The analysis can contribute to healthcare management and emphasizes the need to reorient the municipality's policy for medicines.